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Media Release: 28th September 2011
Birmingham Women's announces new Chair

Birmingham Women's NHS Foundation Trust announced today that it had appointed Elisabeth Buggins to be its new Interim Chairman.

At a meeting of the Members' Council held on 27th September, Governors approved the recommendation that Elisabeth will be appointed as the Trust's interim Chairman, for an initial term of one year. She will take up the appointment from 1st October, 2011, and will be eligible for re-appointment if both parties agree.

At the same meeting, Council gave its approval to the appointment of Dr Ros Keeton as the Interim Chief Executive of the Trust.

Speaking after Council made the appointment, Elisabeth said:

“I am delighted that Council has asked me to take up the position of Chair at Birmingham Women's. I am looking forward to working closely with Dr Keeton and the rest of the Board to ensure that we continue to provide the excellent service that has made the Trust the destination of choice for our patients.”

Acting Chairman and Senior Independent Director, Nigel Gardner, commented:

“We are pleased that the Trust has managed to secure the services of Elisabeth Buggins as our new Chairman. Her experience across the NHS will be of great assistance in helping the Trust face up to the new challenges that NHS restructuring will bring. Her experience will also be invaluable in helping Council take up their expanded role, over time, to provide accountability from the Trust to the local community.

“With Council's approval of Dr Keeton as Interim Chief Executive, we can look forward to going forward to meet these new challenges. The Directors wish to express their thanks to Steve Peak, the former Chief Executive, and wish him well in his new role.”
Louise Toner, the Trust's Senior Governor, commented:

““Member's Council is highly delighted that we have been able to appoint Elisabeth Buggins to be the Trust's new Chairman. The role includes leading Members' Council and we look forward to working closely with Elisabeth to develop the accountability of the Board to Council.

“Council feels that the Trust has now secured an appointment that can provide the necessary leadership to take our work forward. Together with Dr Keeton's appointment, the Trust has in place a new leadership team who can guide the Board and the Trust to meet the challenges we will face in the future. The Govenors would wish to acknowledge the support of Monitor in facilitating the appointment of our new Chair.
“Council would also wish to record its thanks to Steve Peak, for his hard work and commitment to the Trust during his time as Chief Executive.”

* * * * * * * * * * * 

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Birmingham Women's NHS Foundation Trust is a regional specialist Trust, serving the population of South Birmingham, West Midlands County and the wider West Midlands Region as a tertiary provider. Our services include maternity, neonatal, gynaecology, and genetics.

2. As a Foundation Trust, we are responsible for the operation of our services, outside of the control of the Secretary of State for Health. The Board of Directors is responsible to Members' Council, mainly composed of Governors elected by our staff, patients and the communities that we serve. We are regulated by Monitor.

3. Parliament has made Members' Council responsible for the appointment of the Non-Executive Directors of the Trust, including the Chairman. Non-Executive Directors must form a majority of the Board of Directors in normal circumstances.

4. The Non-Executive Directors are collectively responsible for the appointment of a Chief Executive of the Trust. However, Parliament has provided that the appointment of a Chief Executive must also be approved by the Members' Council.

5. Elisabeth Buggins, the retiring Chair of NHS West Midlands (the West Midlands Strategic Health Authority) has long experience in the NHS, including a period as Chair of an NHS Trust providing community, mental health and learning disability services. She has undertaken several national roles, and is currently the lead for Board development with the NHS National Leadership Council.

6. The previous Chair of the Trust, Ms Helen Hemberg, retired at the end of June 2011 for personal reasons. Arrangements were approved by Council to provide temporary leadership, with Professor Ian Booth (Deputy Chair) becoming Acting Chair. Professor Booth resigned from office on Thursday 15th September, and Mr Nigel Gardner took up the role pending an appointment by Council.

7. Dr Ros Keeton was appointed by the Trust as Interim Chief Executive with effect from Monday 19th September 2011. Dr Keeton, who entered the NHS as a dentist, was previously Chief Executive of Worcestershire Mental Health Partnership NHS Trust, and was on secondment to NHS West Midlands to support the development of Clinical Commissioning Partnerships.

8. Mr Steve Peak, the outgoing Chief Executive of the Trust, has begun a new role with NHS West Midlands to support their work as a Programme Director.

For further information about this press release or to arrange a photograph, or interviews, please contact Maria McLeod, BWH Communications on 0121 623 6984 or via mobile 07870 587759
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