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Media Release: 25th October 2010
Biggest Neonatal Centre in the region receives it’s Official Opening
The biggest specialist centre for the tiniest babies at Birmingham Women’s Hospital will receive a grand opening on Wednesday 27th October with a special plaque unveiling and celebration for a multitude of guests including families, babies, fundraisers and staff.
Chief Executive and founder of the Mother and Baby Charity ‘Baby Lifeline’, Judy Ledger, will be performing the official honour of opening the centre on the day. Judy has a personal and long standing connection to the hospital as she was cared for for many months after losing three premature babies consecutively 28 years ago. Judy gave birth to her eldest son Richard who will also be present at the opening. 
The new £7million Neonatal Centre was completed during the summer and opened to our babies, their families and staff in September. Replacing our former unit, the new build is the largest facility in the West Midlands caring for around 1000 sick and premature babies each year. The new centre will provide great benefits for the parents and sick babies as well as the staff who provide the care. 

Demand for neonatal cots has grown year on year as the birth rate has risen and it has been possible to treat increasingly small and younger babies than ever before.  The new unit will have the capacity for 50 cots including up to 26 intensive and high dependency care cots, to meet the growing demand for specialist care.

Helen Hemberg, Chair of the Women’s, commented, “The official opening will not only give us the fantastic opportunity to showcase the new centre to and celebrate the work of all the staff. It will also allow us to thank the many people who have supported the ‘Tiny Babies, Big Appeal’ which has been raising funds for the Neonatal Unit since 2009. Thanks to our many supporters, the appeal total currently stands at £900,000. We are delighted that Judy Ledger and her family will be joining us for this special occasion.”

Judy Ledger added, “I am so thrilled and honoured that I should be asked to be part of such an important opening. Since the personal tragedy of losing three babies, my life has been devoted to support maternity services through my charity Baby Lifeline. I have particular admiration for this amazing maternity hospital, as the specialist care I received there when pregnant again, enabled me to give birth to Richard who was born strong and healthy, I subsequently went on to have James and Sara. I spent months during the pregnancy with Richard being cared for by dedicated and expert health professionals at Birmingham Women’s hospital - receiving first class care in case I gave birth prematurely again. The neonatal unit staff kept me informed and strong for this eventuality. “
The official opening will take place at 12noon on Wednesday 27th October

For further information about this press release or to arrange a photograph, please contact Maria McLeod, BWH Communications on 0121 623 6984 or via mobile 07870 587759
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