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Media Release: August/September 2011
Birmingham Women’s launches drive

for greater public involvement

Birmingham Women's NHS Foundation Trust today launched a campaign to gain more involvement from the communities that it serves.

The Women’s is a specialist hospital for Maternity Services, Neonatal care, Gynaecology and Genetics and serves a wide selection of the community, with over 7000 babies born each year and over 1000 sick and premature babies cared for its new Neonatal Centre with numbers growing year on year.

The hospital is holding elections in ???  for Governors to join its Members' Council. The Governor’s role is to hold the Trust to account on behalf of the community and Governors also play a vital part in ensuring that the Trust knows and responds to what the community wants.
Steve Peak, Chief Executive of the Trust, commented:

“We are delighted that, with over 4,500 members, the Trust engages the interest and support of such a wide community; those who have been our patients, and those who are concerned with the range of services that we provide to all of the West Midlands region. But we want to make sure that the services that we provide reflect what those members and communities want; and Governors are a vital channel for the Trust to gain that understanding.

“The forthcoming elections are a great opportunity for those who are passionate about what we do, and want to shape how we do it in the future, to come forward and work with us for the benefit of everyone we serve. It's a real challenge, but I know that those who take it up will gain a real sense of reward from what they do.”

??? is a Governor at the Women’s and he/she explained…

“quote from Governor here”

If you are interested in becoming a Governor at Birmingham Women’s. are passionate about good quality healthcare and feel that you would like to have your say in meeting the needs of the many patients that pass through our doors, then we would love to hear from you. 

Please contact Steve Parsons, Head of Corporate Affairs on 0121 627 2695 or email steve.parsons@bwhct.nhs.uk
For further information about this press release or to arrange a photograph, or interviews, please contact Maria McLeod, BWH Communications on 0121 623 6984 or via mobile 07870 587759
1. Birmingham Women's NHS Foundation Trust was authorised by Monitor on 1st February 2008 as a Foundation Trust, taking over from the former Birmingham Women's Health Care Trust. The Trust operates the Birmingham Women's Hospital and community services.

2. The Trust provides specialist maternity services, Neonatal services and gynaecological services for the West Midlands Region- comprising West Midlands County, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Herefordshire, Worcestershire and Warwickshire. The Trust also provides specialist Genetics services, and is the host to the regional Public Health Observatory, the Cancer Intelligence Unit, and the national Genetics Education and Training Centre.

3. Membership of the Trust is free, and available to any person living in the West Midlands Region or who has been a patient of the Trust in the last 10 years. Staff are also members of the Trust. Members receive regular information on the Trust, are consulted on our future direction, and can stand as and elect Governors to Members' Council.

4. As a Foundation Trust, the Trust has in place a Members' Council composed of Governors largely elected by members. The Council has statutory responsibilities to:

· Appoint the Chairman and Non-Executive Directors of the Trust

· Approve the candidate recommended by the Non-Executive Directors for appointment as Chief Executive 

· Appoint the Trust's statutory (external) Auditors

· To be consulted on and comment on the Trust's annual plan, making sure that the Board is aware of the views of the communities that Council represents, before it is agreed and submitted to Monitor

· To received the Annual Report and Accounts of the Trust, together with the Auditor's report, on behalf of the community.

5. The elections to be held in the Autumn of 2011 will include:

· 2 Governors to represent South Birmingham

· 2 Governors to represent the North Midlands, including Staffordshire, Dudley, Walsall, Wolverhampton, northern Warwickshire and the northern parts of Shropshire

· 1 Governor to represent the patients of the Trust and their carers.

Governors elected at this election will serve for three years from 1st February 2012.

6. All eligible members will receive a letter in September 2011 inviting them to stand for election, with nominations closing in early October. If needed, postal ballots of members will be held ending in early December 2011.
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